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A TECHNICAL ASSOCIATE'S STORY 


Since I became a Technical As- 
sociate, I have enjoyed many sto- 
ries, letters, and articles in The 
World Wireless Beacon, but there 
never seems to be a peep from the 
Technical Associate group. 
Here's one TA's story. 


A turn of fate made me a TA 
rather than another grade of 
member. As I neared high school 
graduation in 1951, with no fam- 
ily funds to send me to college, 
my WW?2-veteran uncle urged me 
to take advantage of my ham 
radio experience and sign up to 
be a Navy radioman. I was just 
about persuaded to follow his 
advice, when my physics teacher 
arranged for me to apply for a 
scholarship to Drexel Tech. I 
wound up getting one, and my 
career path turned to electrical 
engineering. 


Both paths had their roots in 
1945, when my father worked for 
a company that packed books for 
shipment to the U.S. Armed 
Forces Institute. He "liberated" a 
set for me, among which were the 


by Cliff Bader 
SOWP 5451-TA, W3NNL 


ARRL Radio Amateur's Hand- 
book, Rider's Servicing Super- 
heterodynes, and the radio engi- 
neering classics by Keith Henney 
and Nilson and Hornung. 


I had already discovered the 
shortwave bands on the family 
Zenith in the living room. It 
didn't have a beat oscillator, but 
the big speaker gave satisfying 
thumps on CW, and the front end 
was noisy enough to add a hiss 
that filled in the gaps. Soon I had 
learned enough of the code to 
copy the coastal telegraph 3- 
letter calls, and was increasing my 
speed with help from the W1AW 
practice sessions. The process 
led to my ham ticket in 1947, and 
many years of sending my own 
code, but I still remember the 
magic of those calls: WCC, WSL, 
WSC, WOE, WAX, NSS, and 
others. I must have copied "QSX 
8 12 and 16 Mc" a million times, 
and I struggled with copying 
press and the 5-letter code groups 
blasted out by NSS. Copying 
ships with their various styles of 
sending prepared me for some of 


the far-out fists I've encountered 
over the years. 


Shortly after I got my ticket, a 
CQ on 40 meters resulted in an 
earsplittmg response from Earle 
Lewis, W3JKX, three blocks 
away and freshly home from duty 
as a WW2 Coast Guard Ra- 
dioman. Earle became a lifelong 
friend and role model as an oper- 
ator and a craftsman, and it was 
he who got me into SOWP. 


I got involved in ham traffic han- 
dling in 1948, when some net 
members asked me to collect 
messages from GI's at the nearby 
Valley Forge Army Hospital; I 
would bicycle out to the hospital 
after school and put the traffic on 
the net in the evening, and get any 
replies to take back. Then and 
now, it's been all pencil work; I 
never did learn to copy on a 
typewriter, despite taking a typ- 
ing class in high school (being the 
only guy in a class with 35 girls 
might have contributed to my 


(continued next page) 
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A TECHNICAL ASSOCI- 
ATE'S STORY - From Page | 


ineptness on the keyboard). Only 
the advent of the word processor 
rescued me from literary oblivion. 


College, marriage, and kids kept 
my activity down for a few years, 
but in 1957 I brought a transistor 
home from work and haywired a 
75 milliwatt oscillator on 80 me- 
ters; it brought a 529 report from 
Harry Smith, W9TT, a master 
traffic op who could copy unbe- 
lievably weak signals. Harry was 
a regular on the old United Trunk 
Lines, and he persuaded me to 
get back into the CW nets. I had 
the pleasyre of learning from him 
and others like Ben White, 
W4PL, Leo Young, W3 WV, and 
Lindy Lindauer, W3UE; they're 
all gone now but well remem- 
bered. They soon had me 
hooked, and I'm still at it on the 
Eastern Pennsylvania and Third 
Region Nets. 


In the meantime, the professional 
stations weren't forgotten. When 
NAA was reactivated on 15 kilo- 
hertz in the early sixties, I threw 
together a VLF converter and 
was rewarded by hearing not only 
the Maine juggernaut's CW but 
also NBA, NPG/NLK and NPM 
on those long, long waves. Alas, 
their CW transmissions became 
sparse and finally disappeared al- 
together. 


My ham-band only gear didn't 
cover the 500-kilohertz region, 
but in 1987 I bought an all-band 
radio that did, and was able to 
copy a bunch of the old familiar 
calls down there. One of the first 
was WMH in Baltimore during its 
final days; shortly thereafter, 
Earle relayed a message from 
WMH op Hilda, N3IT, announc- 
ing the sad news of its closing. 


There was to be an interesting 
sequel. Not too long afterwards, 
our younger son came back from 
an Army stint in Germany and his 
car was shipped to the Dundalk 
Marine Terminal, where WMH. 
was housed in an old airport 
building. I drove his wife there to 
pick it up, and while she was 
taking care of the paperwork, I 
wandered to a window and 
looked out; lo and behold, right 
next door was the old control 
tower with the HF antennas still 
in place, and a longwire running 
along telephone poles on the 
roadway! I could have bawled, 
and would have given anything 
for a camera. 


Over the years, I've enjoyed con- 
tacting the military stations on 
Armed Forces Day and copying 
the annual message from the Sec- 
retary of Defense. I have QSL's 
from NSS, WAR, AIR, NMN, 
and NPG, and a bunch of the 
message certificates. Now, even 
that pleasure is gone, with no 
more Armed Forces Day CW. 


Now and then, I tune down be- 
low 400 khz and listen to the 
beacon ID's just to hear some 
code outside of the ham bands 
(where it's also dwindling). 


And so it goes. The code, like the — 
flintlock rifle, will be kept alive 
for a long time by buffs of its 
history, but I'm afraid that the old 
operating skills and discipline will 
be lost. Formerly, new hams 
would rub elbows with and learn 
from the old pros, but with the 
latter fading away, today's new- 
comers have no such luck and 
learn each other's bad habits 
(more than evident on the bands). 


Enough pessimism. I've had a 
good career and a fascinating 
hobby, and my hat is off to those 
who took that other path (or 
both). 


the eT BLES 


Communicated by 
Wireless - Amateur, 
Commercial or 
Military 40 years ago? 
Licensed ham today? 
‘THE OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB 
3191 DARVANY DR 
DALLAS TX 75220-1611 
Phone: 214-352-4743 
ootc @ticnet.com 
http: //users.ticnet.com/ootc/ 
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THE PRESIDENT'S 


MESSAGE 
By Jack Kelleher 
SOWP 2581-P, W4ZC 


I am retiring as President of 
SOWP effective August 1, 2001. 
I hereby appoint Vice President 
Benjamin Russell as my successor 
until such time as a full slate of 
officers and Board Members can 
be identified and elected. Waldo 
Boyd's message in this issue sum- 


marizes the reasons why I am | 


retiring at this time. 


It has been fun up to now, and I 
hope I can continue to participate 


as an individual member. In fact 


I have a couple of items which I 
hope you will allow me to com- 
plete. One involves proposing a 
new date for the next SOWP CW 
Roundup to avoid conflicts with 
other Holiday activities, and to 
avoid interference to and from 
other QRM-producing contests. 
The other is to complete my por- 
tion of the "Big Book" to be 
published as part of the compre- 
hensive roster (all members from 
number 1 will be listed with the 
status of each). My part will be a 
history of international rules and 
regulations for the Maritime Mo- 
bile Service from the beginning; 
and I have already received per- 
mission from the International 
Telecommunication Union to 
quote generously from their book 
"From Semaphore to Satellite", 
published ‘on the 100th anniver- 


a ol 
sary of the Union. 


I leave with mixed emotions. My 
association with SOWP at the 
local and national levels has pro- 
duced many friendships, espe- 
cially Bill and Ruth Breniman. 
Reading and rereading Sparks 
Journal and knowing first-hand 
their tremendous workload to 
produce it has been nothing less 
than inspirational. 


Thank you all for your assistance 
and "God willing and the creek 
don't rise I'll participate in the 
next CW Roundup. 


EXECUTIVE SECRE- 


TARY'S COLUMN 
From Secretary Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


With Jack Kelleher's decision to 
trade his president's gavel for a 
lounge recliner within easy reach 


of the barbeque and swimming 


pool, I am reminded of my days 
at sea when I came back from a 
couple of weeks ashore only to 
discover that the skipper had left 
for a new assignment. It was a 
shock then, and it's a shock now. 
I first met Jack when we were 
both visiting KPH just before 
their Morse operations were ter- 
minated, and if I can locate some 
notes I made then you'll have an 
account of that visit in the next 
issue of our Wireless Beacon. 
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In the meantime, Jack, my best 
wishes to you and my thanks for 
the many times you helped me 
over the rough places in this sec- 
retarial job. And thank you for 
leaving us with a capable and 
willing skipper to take your place. 
I'm looking forward to the com- 
pletion of your promised story of 
earlier days. 


Ben Russell, you have challenges 
ahead as we maneuver our way 
into a future that promises only 
fewer ships and shore stations out 
there with which to exercise our 
keys and ear for Morse. One of 
our early assignments as required 
by our Constitution and By-Laws 
is to hold an election. Another is 
to plan and bring to publication 
the "Big Register" that will docu- 
ment that all of us were there 
when we were needed. We have 
work to do on and with the Web 
Page presence, 
WWW.SOWP.ORG, to make it 
dynamic and with "voice over 
IP." You'll find there's never a 
dull moment for those who be- 
come our skipper! 


-30- 


A brief note - contributions so far 
to the 2002 Register stand at 
approx. $2,400. 
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MESSAGE INTER- 


CEPTED 
by Frank Richards 
SOWP 4687-P, WOOX 


In 1934, at the age of 18, I fin- 
ished high school and entered the 
Army Signal Corps training in 
Morse code. A rough course but 
it sounded more appetizing to me 
than the infantry and on finishing 
basic training and seeing the list 
of openings for radio ops I opted 
for an assignment in Panama. A 
trip of approximately six days 
saw me in Quarry Heights, Army 
Headquarters, and assigned to the 
central communications office of 
the Army. After settling in, I was 
offered a position to replace the 
man who was copying Japanese 
intercept and who wanted to 
leave it because it was a nighttime 
job - nighttime because that was 
the ideal time to pick up traffic 
from Japan aimed at Central and 
South America. He was getting 
maybe five or six messages a 
week mostly diplomatic or simi- 
lar. I stress "he" because there 
were no other helpers or assis- 
tants at that time nor were there 
any helpers or assistants of any 
kind after I took over (until I left 
Panama when I was replaced by a 
full company). 


I felt it was the ideal place for me 
and immediately began the long 
lonely searching to pass away the 
time. Success was easy in that I 
was fascinated with the search. It 


was a real challenge and I started 
in on what eventually became 
nearly a torrent of intercepts of all 
sorts to keep the cryptologists 
busy. After a few months of this 
I was told by the c.o. that a Mr. 
Sinkov was coming from Wash- 
ington to find out why the up- 
surge of information. 


Doc Sinkov was one of the four, 
in the parlance of the day, spooks 
who had broken the Japanese 
code; indeed a brilliant man. So 
now my little department became 
an office of two and I enjoyed 
working with him. I remember 
once when we were looking out 
the window at the Panama Canal 
and watching the freighters toting 
scrap metal to the Far East, he 
said,"Frank, one day all of that 
stuff will be coming back at us." I 
was too young to have thought of 
it that way at the time but I never 
did forget Doc Sinkov later on 
when I went back to the army 
when the big war came our way. 


Anyway, one evening I had one 
of my three Hammarlund re- 
ceivers monitoring Bogota and I 
was typing intercept on another 
one while the third was idling 
along waiting for another station 
to come in. Monitoring was with 
the Boehme recorder where I 
read Morse code to form five- 
letter code groups which I would 
turn over to Sinkov the next 
morning. I looked at the Bogota 
recorder and took note of the fact 


that it was copying and the copy 
was increasing on the floor while 
I was copying another station. Of 
the 3 receivers, the station I was 
copying stopped but Bogota kept 
it up and up and up for more than 
an hour until it was a considerable 
pile. A_ brief glance told me it 
was a message to Koshi Bogota 
which was the Japanese ambas- 
sador and had come from 
Ayakoshi (foreign office) at 
Tokyo. This was a major coup, 
for sure, not just a request for 
another bottle of saki! Turning 
over this laborious mass of inter- 
cept to Doc Sinkov, I went to my 
bunk and fell asleep exhausted. 


Keep in mind that the message 
was in five letter code groups 
which had to be broken down to 
Japanese and then translated into 
English - one TOUGH job for the 
good Dr. Sinkov. And yet within 
three days the job was done and 
those hundreds (thousands?) of 
words given to the specialists to 
determine the necessary use of 
them. The upshot of it was told to 
me by Sinkov, that attempts were 
being made to buy one of the 
offshore islands for submarine 
pens that would be used to dis- 
able the Panama Canal in the 
event of a coming war - which by 
now was inevitble to those famil- 
lar with these matters. Shortly 
after (a week or two) we heard 
that a squadron of bombers and 


(continued to Page 7) 
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2000 SOWP “QSO” PARTY ROUNDUP 


January 16, 2001 


Dear Roundup Participant, 


The enclosed activity report and station certificate reflects your recent roundup participation. I would like to 
thank all of you for your kind words of appreciation. As,in the past your comments will be forwarded on to 
Jack Kelleher. 


Thanks again go to all of you for the fine job you did with your logs. They came in various formats, but were 
well prepared and required few corrections. Several of you submitted your activities on the log sheets 
provided in the web site. 


Conditions were reasonably good this year - the 10 meter SNAFU was tough to take, but some of you did 
reasonably well inspite of the contest activity - on 10, that is. 


As in the past it was great working and hearing the fists of the old timers. Some of the high.scorers like K21C 
were our SGPers in their nineties! I'm always a little frustrated that everyone didn't send in their logs - fellas 
like W4BW. How about that high scorer John Elwood sporting a new call, WW7P. Welcome back, John! 


Our special thanks to our NCS and Alt NCS stations who made this roundup possible - they included: N6SL, 
K2IC, WOABO, KA2ZNE, WOAP, W8PQO, W4ZC and W8TP. RIP wishes to W9ZEN! 


John Swafford 
SOWP 0783-V, W4HU 


RESULTS ANNUAL SOWP INTERNATIONAL QSO ROUNDUP DEC. 11-13, 2000 


Society of Wireless Pioneers International Roundup Dec. 11-13, 2000 
J. Kelleher W4ZC; T. Phelps W8TP; J. Swafford W4HU 


Pts First Name Last Name Call City State Serial # 
182 (122760) M.D. HALL K2LP CAFE COD MA Sid 
168 (99+69) BOB SHRADER W6BNB SEBASTOPOL CA 154 
160 (106+54) ESTHER FROST KA4IFF LAKELAND FL Son5 
159 (96+63) KH. RIGHTER K7UQH BELLINGHAM WA 3562 
157 (97+60) CHRISTOPHER WINCEY N1BKR JACKSONVILLE FL SiZ9 

Res 
148 (100+48) EARL W. KORF Ke-uC LINCROFT NJ 613 


144 (105+39) Dei. CLOUSER W8KJP ORLANDO FL 4922 


(continued next page) 
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RESULTS ANNUAL SOWP INTERNATIONAL QSO ROUNDUP DEC. 11-13, 2000 


Society of Wireless Pioneers International Roundup Dec. 
Phelps W8TP; J. Swafford W4HU 


Pts 


140 (98+42) 
140 (95+45) 
133 (103+30) 
123 (84+39) 


bt 
110 
094 
8 oS J 
092 
089 
081 
079 
071 
068 


82+39) 
80+30) 
73+21) 
57+36) 
68+24) 
65+24) 
63+18) 
58+21) 
59+12) 
56+12) 
Ob. (ozti oo) 
062 (53+09) 
055 (49+06) 
054 (45+09) 
054 (42+12) 
049(25+24) 
045 (39+06) 
042 (36+06) 
041(26+15) 


eS ee ee 


039(30409) 
036 (33+03) 
035 (32+03) 


035 (29+06) 
032 (26+06) 
030 (30+00) 
025 (25+00) 
) 
) 


012 (12+00) 


011(11+00) 
010 (10+00) 
007 (07+00) 
005 (05+00) 


Je Kelleher “waz sre 


First Name 


ROBERT D. 
JOHN F. 
BEN J. 


MICHAEL V. 


RAYMOND 
JOHN N. 
ROBERT E. 
TED 


CHARLES E. 


DANIEL B. 


WILLIAM F. 


PHIEEP 5. 
BILL 
ALEX S. 
JOHN H. 
MARION J. 
TED 

JOHN M. 
JOSHUA J. 
JIM 


DONALD J. 
JOHN L. 
KYLE E. 
JOHN B. 
JOHN W. 
DEAN 
GORDON J. 


Last Name 


ELDER 
LALLY 
RUSSELL 
ZBROZEK 
BILGER 
ELWOOD 
HICKMAN 
PHELPS 
SPENCER 
COURTNEY 
WERNER 
BATTEY 
SUGGS 
NEWBOLD 
SWAFFORD 
HENSON 
BOUTON 
VASKAK 
BREHM 
WARREN 
McCARTHY 
McGRAW 
MEYER 
FLIPSE 


HAAGENSEN 
CARROLL 
MILLER 
HOLL 
KELLEHER 
AMICARELLA 
STEVENSON 
HAUBE 
McKINNEY 
LINDER 
GAGNE 
KURDEKA 
THOMPSON 
BEACH 
PRICE 
SEVER 
TUCKER 


Call 


KA2ZNE 
W1HDC 
N6SL 
K8XF 
W3TDF 
WW7P 
AASWE 
W8TP 
W8PQO 
WOABO 
W3FYK 
W3FZV 
W2RPH 
W6MMG 
W4HU 
W6NKR 
K3CJQ 
W9ZEN 
AE2L 
W7YS 
W1YT 
W2LYH 
KBOW 
PA3GNO 


VE7VB 
ACSBG 
K1AU 
NT7G 
W42C 
W7IZE 
WB9UAD 
W8OER 
WOAP 
W1ACL 
W2LID 
K7DV 
WO6BNI 
W2LN 
K7JP 
W8IM 
W7FLF 


GLey 


LIVERPOOL 
GARLAND 
HINDEVILLE 
NEW PORT RICHY 
COOPERSBURG 
PHOENIX 
COPPERAS COVE 
NEWARK 
FENNVIILE 
BRADENTON 
BETHLEHEM 
PATAGONIA 
BUENA 
BELMONT 
ARLINGTON 
SACRAMENTO 
LAUREL 
OGLESBY 
ROSE HILL 
AZALEA 
LEMPSTER 
RIVERHEAD 
AMERY - 

NL 4334 AR 
MIDDELBURG 
VICTORIA 
NO. LITTLE ROCK 
LENOX 
BELLINGHAM 
SILVER SPRING 
SEASIDE 
MAPLEWOOD 
TARENTUM 
DANNEBROG 
BRAINTREE 
BRIELLE 
DOUGLAS 
OAKDALE 

SAN ANTONIO 
BELLINGHAM 
LEESBURG 
JEFFERSON 


Pa re 


State 


2000 

Serial # 
NY 4581 
ME 3043 
LA iufereys' 
FL Gyoye! i 
PA 5169 
AZ 396 
TX 4968 
DE 881 
MI 4058 
FL 1156 
PA 4528 
AZ 5505 
NJ 5141 
CA 2401 
VA 183 
CA 3708 
MD 1292 
iil 1140 
NC 3109 
OR 2924 
NH 3035 
NY 2S 6 
WI 5594 
HOLLAND 3942 
BaG. 664 
AR I b(Svab 
MA 4999 
WA 4992 
MD 2581 
OR 4181 
MN 2611 
PA OS 
NE LOOM 
MA 4031 
NJ Anau 
AZ 2300 
CA 908 
TX 2229 
WA 4048 
FL 3446 
OR 3813 
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MESSAGE INTERCEPTED - 
From Page 4 


flock of diplomats were headed 
out to pay a friendly visit to the 
nation involved at the receiving 
end of the message. Everything 
settled down, the issue discreetly 
solved, no pens, no submarines, 
just goony birds flying peacefully 
overhead. It doesn't take much to 


Society of Wireless Pioneers, 


ate ha 


imagine what COULD HAVE 
HAPPENED if there was no one 
there to copy that message. Oh, 
we wold have won for sure but it 
would have been a much costlier 
outcome than the one we had to 
fight in any case. 


Doc Sinkov went on to become 
famous in that field of ours, 
known only to a handful of insid- 


PpOoseBox08 6 


Geyserville, CA. 95441 
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ers. He passed away two or three 
years ago in New Mexico. I had 
looked him up and looked for- 
ward to visiting him but missed 
by a few months. His secretary 
was compiling his notes and we 
visited with him last year where 
he confirmed and recounted to 
my son his father's intercepted 
message of so long ago. 


Inez 


SUMMARY OF RECETPTS AND EXPENIDITURES FOR YEAR 2000 


RECEIPTS: 
Dues/Donations 
Interest Earned 
Slop Chest Sales 


7,014.00 
7193.94 
DOO U 


Legacy of Edward Biro 


#0349-SGP 


Total Receipts 


On Hand 12/31/99 
Total 


EXPENDITURES: 


Headquarters Costs 
Publications Costs 
Intornet/Web Page 
Rent 

Member refund 
Total Expenditures 
On Hand 12/21/00 


Note: 


257.000 900 
23,676.44 


FapeW Avie Dire Ys) 
49,413.62 


1,440 23 
Eke A OS Ie: 
735 0, 10,0 
4,800.00 
5.00 
VL USs S izZ 


/s/Lorin G. DeMerritt 


Treasurer 


49,413.62 


11,968.72 
37,444.90 


Dues/Donations receipts dropped 4,326.00 year 1999/2000 
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MEMBER 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Greetings from Arizona's High 
Desert: 


Sorry to hear of the demise of 
Roy Couzin. Didn't known he 
was ailing. Hope you will find 
someone to take over the Slop 
Chest. 


As of 6 June I renewed my ticket 
and got rid of the 'B' in my call 
sign so now I'm K7LOH. Don't 
know why I'm not in the 
Register but next time around it 
should show: 


MURRAY, John James 5016- © 


P JjJ/Lavina K7LOH 520 
458-2920 96 Bel Aire Place 
#82, Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 


Don't think that too many people 
know that in the early '40s the 
Navy had a very hush-hush High 
Frequency Direction finder 
school on Big Diamond Island 
out in Casco Bay, Maine. Its 
purpose was to train sailors in 
the operation and maintenance 
of then very sophisticated 
shipboard HF/DF gear. The 
German submarine wolf pack 
was wreaking havoc with our 
shipping and Destroyer Escorts 
equipped with the new HF/DF 
gear was a partial answer. 


At the same time the Coast 
Guard had a complimentary HF/ 
DF school in Atlantic City to 


er 


train men in the operation and 
maintenance of shore-based HF/ 
DF gear. 


There were strings of HF/DF 
stations up and down the east 
and west coasts. I ran one at 
Goleta, California on an 
escarpment overlooking the 
Pacific and adjacent to a Marine 
Corps fighter Base. The west 
coast net comprised six stations 
from Imperial Beach in the south 
to close to the Canadian line in 
the north. Every station in the 
net had their fingers on every 
ship and aircraft crossing the 
Pacific and could obtain 
instantaneous and accurate 
bearings on them. 


When I left the HF/DF school in 
Atlantic City the designator HF/ 
DF followed my rating, 1.e. 
RMC (HF/DF) and I was able to 


hand-pick a choice crew out of - 


our class to follow me to Goleta. 
Pushing 85 in a few weeks and I 
still remember the names of 
most of my old crew. 


Also had HF/DF stations on 
Midway and Johnston Islands 
and at Empire, Oregon. Kind of 
a different world back then. 


73 
JJ Murray 
SOWP 5016-P, K7LOH 


(response to above) 


Good to hear from you, OM! 
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You'll be in the next Register ok. 
Roy was a good man and an 
enthusiastic booster of SOWP. 
He was a dynamo when he 
chaired the old Golden Gate 
Chapter, and handled the Slop 
chest as a pro. thanks for the 
HF/DF reminder for some of us. 
You knew more of it first-hand 
than I did. 


is 
Waldo Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


Editor : 


I am responding to comments 
by J. J. Murray, SOWP 5016-P, 
KB7LOH in the June 2000 issue 
of the Wireless Beacon. The last 
and final printing of the Radio 
Amateur Call Book was the 75th 
Anniversary Edition 1997 and, 
yes, KB7LOH is listed as a 
Novice licensee. 


However, I checked his status in 
the lookup@qrz.com (email 
service) and he is correctly listed 
as a General Class. I was hoping 
his email address would be listed 
in with the qrz info, and then I 
would have forwarded this info 
to him, but there was no email 
address listed. 


Also, I am interested in getting | 
the Wireless Beacon web page 
address. I keep scanning the 


(continued next page) 
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MEMBER CORRESPOND- 
ENCE - From Page 8 


address. I keep scanning the 
Beacon pages for the address but 
it continues to elude me. Guess I 
can blame that on the aging eye- 
sight. 


Thanks and 73 
Bob Straub 
SOWP 5591-V, KC2AIO 


Editor: 


Guess this may have come in at a 
bad time. It took me a while to 
find it in my HUGE accumulation 
of messages I have on my com- 
puter from E-Mail. I am still very 
disturbed even at this time as Doc 
was a good friend on the Inland 
Seas Nets and we used to look 
for each other. (Ed. note: see 
msg below) 


I often asked myself what I ever 
did to get the approval of a real 
OOT and impress him so much. 
He had sent me a brochure from 
the home he was living in when 
he became "SK" and it had a 
photo of him. Never had the plea- 
sure of meeting him face to face 
even though back in the 1970's 
and 1980's I used to visit my 
sister in Columbus, OH area and 
probably could have buzzed over 
to Van Wert, but I was selfish and 
didn't share the time with Doc. I 
did visit Ted, W8TP, once shortly 
after I jomed SOWP. I heard Ted 
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call the ISN once while I was 
down there at my sister's place 
before I joined and wrote him to 
discuss the possibility of joining. 
You see I had no solid proof I 
worked a lot of CW in the Army 
while in Psy War at Ft Bragg, NC 
on special duty. Bill apparently 
was enough impressed with my 
plight to give me an "M" number 
and later allowed me the Life 
Member category. 


Equally, I was upset when 
W6JET went "SK". Roy and I 
had quite a few exchanges over 
Slop Chest and Scrimshaw items. 
I see you now handle these items, 
so be careful as when I place an 
order I always send extra bucks 
to take up slack in whatever 
needs taken up! 


Better sign off now and get this 
ready to send. I am sorry I didn't 
notice W8CZR in the "SK" col- 
umn sooner. You can edit and 
print any of this you wish, if it 
makes any sense. I am going to 
have to try to get out of this QRT 
mode one day and add a few lines 
of my experiences. 


Take care, keep well and God 
bless you. 


73 

Hank Schultz 

SOWP 4278-M, WI3U 

CW FOREVER and then some!! 


Subject: Silent key 
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It is with a heavy heart that I have 
to announce the passing of Wil- 
fred "Doc" Conley, W8CZR. I 
sent him a Christmas card and it 
was returned marked "deceased" 
on it. I called Van Crest Assisted 
Living Home in Van Wert, Ohio 
and learned he had passed away 
back in October though the atten- 
dant did not know the exact date 
as records had been purged. 


She said that he suffered a rup- 
tured gall bladder and severe res- 
piratory problems and elected to 
be removed from life support. His 
mind was clear to the end. He had 
emphysema for years and had 
been on oxygen since entering the 
home. 


I checked the Silent Keys rosters 
and did not find him listed so took 
the chance of sending this mes- 
sage. Unfortunately I have no 
proof. His brother, Galen is in the 
same facility but, not able to com- 
municate intelligently. The phone 
number there is 419-238-4646. I 
do not have the list of his mem- 
ber numbers and assume he had 
been current in all. 


Doc maintained regular schedules 
on the bands with several of us. 
He used to be a regular on the 
SOWP Inland Seas Nets. He was 
also active in the various QSO 
parties. He is already missed. 
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I have been QRT for several 
years now and missed the QSOs 
I had with Doc. 


73, Hank 
Waldo: 


Good luck on the magazine. I 
know that its a difficult job. Since 
the Radio Officer profession is all 
but extinct, you may have to twist 
a few arms to get stories. I wish 
more members would write, es- 
pecially more recent stories. I 
sailed from 1980-96. The WW2 
stuff is ok but when you are 45 
years old the more recent stuff is 
better, at least for the middle 
aged guys - HI. 


73 


Mike Zbrozek 
SOWP 3581-M, K8XF 


(Response to above) 


You have an apt point, Mike. 
Trouble is, the young among us 
tend not to have reached a level 
of life that allows for thinking 
back on the past. In fact, getting 
ANYone to write reminds me of 
my mother, with one of the old 
hand-cranked clothes wringers 
attached to her hand-powered 
washing machine, circa 1919- 
1920. It's like turning the crank 
and squeezing a few words out 
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here and there --and yet there is a 
gold mine of stories in the lives of 
our fellow brass pounders. I'll 
keep trying. 


Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


Editor: 


Two restorations (that I know of 
are going on) 


My current project is restoring a 
early 1990 ship radio console. I 
have the SAILOR 1000 Marine 
Radio Station - including SSB, 
TELEX” and"CW-: “1 have *the 


- THRANE & THRANE telex ra- 


dio modem. I just found the 
remote Antenna Tuning Unit. I 
have the transmitter, receiver and 
the scanning receiver. I have 
found the ATU at a reasonable 
price. (If you have one contact 
me, though.) 


I need the manuals on the scan- 
ning receiver, and the Sailor - 
T1500 ATU. 


I also am looking for the hand key 
that was furnished with the sta- 
tion. It was an AMPLIDAN 
model (Danish) model 050713. 
Does anyone have one? Does 
anyone have a picture of one? 


I also do not have the original 
monitor that came with the 
Thrane&Thrane system, but it is 
a vga connection. 
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Reply to me, David Ring 


<nlea@gis.net> 


Secondly, from Mr. Rich Mon- 
jure who send the following: 


QUOTE 


I've heard terrible stories of old 
ship radiotelegrapy equipment, 
including perfectly operational 
MRU-35 consoles dumped over- 
board at sea. It's enough to 
make you cry. 


By the way, if you know anyone 
that has old ship telegraphy 
equipment for sale, please send 
them my way. I want to assemble 
a complete MRU-29B console 
for my radio collection. 


My info... 
Rich Monjure 


6307 North Drive 
Lake City FL 32055 


e-mail: rmonjure@hotmail.com 
phone: 904 755 6846 


UNQUOTE 
3 


David Ring 
SOWP 3709-M, NIEA 
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Dear Waldo: 


... Your flash back article in the 
September newsletter prompted 
the picture above. It was a 
picture post card that I had sent 
to my folks 1-7-41 after being 
transferred from the USS Dent. 
The Dent was my first Navy 
ship, attended sound operators 
school on board, October 1940 
to January 1941. My entrance 
into the Navy was via the Naval 
Reserve in Chicago. 


bie viarcn 1941 at Pearl Harbor 
Wasmetralisterred, to ‘the USS 
Trever and remained on board 
until February 1945. 


All the ships were 4 stackers and 
just like your flash back article. 
One event that sticks out in mv 
memory was a gunnery drill 
aboard the USS Dent. The 4" 
euns* were” to bDe~ fired) ”so” | 
assisted the RMI in removing 
the two big tubes from the final 
of the low freq transmitter and 
sitting on a chair in the radio 
room holding the tubes until the 
firing stopped. Then replaced 
the tubes in the transmitter. I 
guess the Dent must have 
experienced broken tubes during 
target practice before and the 
country being in a depression 
didn't want to take a chance on 
having to replace the final tubes 
again. 


73 

Gordon Read 

SOWP 5143-P, W4Y1IH, ex 
W9IQOYF 


(response to above) 
Hi Gordon: 


You awakened some memories 
for me, too! We had the same 
drill on the USS Hopkins, USS 
Wasmuth and USS Zane, the 
three "four-pipers" I served 
aboard. They coined the name 
"Tin-can Navy," undoubtedly, as 
firing both 4-inch guns was a 
real shake-out for everything on 
board, including breaking off the 
TU-tubes at their bases if they 
weren't removed from _ their 
sockets before the drill. Thanks 
for the, memory! I had clean 
forgotten that bit of reality 


73 


Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2956-P.K6DZy' 


Editor: 


I enjoy historical, technical and 
‘how to send or receive better’ by 
the 'whomsoever,' 'method,' type of 
articles. 'Sob' stories a la KPH, etc. 
I do not. I earned my original type 
(4A-4B) extra class ham license and 
third class radiotelegraph this 
Spring. Expect to become regular 
professional member soon. Em- 
ployment office addresses of ship 
operating companies are welcome. 
Do not 'preserve' anything, the for- 
maldehyde will kill it - but to re- 
store a piece of equipment and to 
promote a skill, yes, by all means! 


Richard Gorski 
SOWP 5645-TA, KG9PA 
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Dear Waldo: 


. In the same issue of the Bea- 
con in the Member Correspon- 
dence section was an item from 
Maynard Lonis in which he men- 
tioned QSL cards for the SOWP 
web page display. I was not 
aware of this and I am not on the 
web so I don't know if you re- 
quire any other information or 
not, other than a OSL card. En- 
closed is my OSL card for you to 
use as you see fit. (Even file 13!). 


I really enjoy reading the Beacon 
and I read every word. Many of 
the articles are extremely interest- 
ing, especially those dealing with 
the Navy. It was interesting to 
note that you were a 4-stacker 
sailor and you had a good wel- 
coming to the radio shack. Prior 
to WW2 I was a battleship sailor, 
but during the war I was on 
BROOKS (DD232), GILMORE 
(DE18), and NORRIS (DD859) 
and was paid offas a CRM. With 
this new and modern navy they 
don't even have the radioman rat- 
ing anymore. I believe they are 
now known as a Telecommunica- 
tion Specialist! They no longer 
use or have to know the Morse 
code. What a shame! No more 
Fox Skeds to copy! Keep up the 
good work with the Beacon and 
everything else. You're doing a 
great job. 


73 
Paul Bischoff 
SOWP 3604-P, WODVP 


(response to above) 


Thank you Paul- 


Dear Sparks: 


... I'm surprised that you guys will 
associate with me as I was one of 
the leaders who pushed for Sat 
Comm for merchant ships. I did 
lose the battle for mandatory 
R.E.O.'s on U.S. flags. 


- Walt Weaver, FCC Marine Div. 


Engineer, thought I was the first 
nut to equip all the ARCO fleet 
100% with Sat Comm. I wish I 
could get his mailing address to 
send him a copy of Inmarsat's 
latest "telephone book" hi. 


Hats off to you for the fine job 
you are doing. 


Vy 73 
Les Yoder 
SOWP 4419-V, W6SMR 


(reply to above) 
Les: 


Technology is a steam roller that 
gives no quarter. There is a lot of 
emotion tied into our old profes- 
sion, and we did the job when 
satellites were only a science fic- 


tion dream. What we who tried 
to stop time failed to see is that 
our pioneers of today and tomor- 
row are heading for the stars in 
real time and with the same steam 
roller pushing for increased 
speed. 


73 
Waldo Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


Waldo: 


Enjoyed your article about being 
radio striker on "four piper." 


{ went to Destroyer Base in San 
Diego from Great Lakes Training 
Center as Apprentice Seaman in 
March of 1938. Berthed aboard 
USS Rigel AR11. Went to Radio 
School. helped recommission 49 
old four stacker destroyers. They 
had spark transmitters in main 
radio and emergency shack. 
Went to sea on Rigel as Ra- 
dioman 2nd class in summer of 
1941. After she was in Naval 
Ship Yard Bremerton for exten- 
sive repairs we went to Pearl in 
July of 1941. Left her in Milne 
Bay, New Guinea in December 
1943 as an Ensign. She could do 
about 7 1/2 knots down hill. 
think the enemy did not want to 
wast a torpedo on her. Those 
were the days. 


Charles P. Carr 
SOWP 1988-P, N3AQQ 
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(response to above) 
Charlie: 


Did you find the old ships with 
their original coal bunkers and 
steam engines, or had they been 
converted to turbines and oil-fed 
boilers by the time you did the 
re-commisioning? Yes "those 
were the days!" 


Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


Editor: 


I am using the following 
announcement ahead of the 
Tuesday night 40 meter net at 7 
PM EST and the Thursday night 
net at 8 PM EST. 


"WELCOME TO THE W8FEC 
MEMORIAL SOCIETY OF 
WIRELESS PIONEERS 
(SOWP) NET WHICH MEETS 
EACH MONDAY AT 7 PM 
EASTERN TIME: ON 7052 
KHZ. REGULAR 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE SOWP 
IS OPEN TO THOSE WHO 
HAVE SERVED AS 
RADIOTELEGRAPH 
SUPEECReA aI OsRaS LN 
GOVERNMENT OR 
COMMERCIAL SERVICE. 
TECHNICAL ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO 
THOSE WHO HAVE A 


DEMONSTRATED INTEREST 


Sik 


IN COMMUNICATIONS. 
CONTACT THE EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY AT PO BOX 86, 
GEYSERVILLE, CA 95441 
FE O.RSeevA DD T-1.0O.N A-L 
Maree ViieBagE Rees Ho al P 
INFORMATION: 


I hope we can attract more 
members from the TA ranks 
because CW has nearly dried up 
for message service. The 
nuclear subs still require one of 
their Communications 
Technicians to be able to copy 
around 16 wpm. The Army 
intercept service still has CW 
operators but they only receive 
traffic or monitor other countries 
traffic. 


The last WWB-~ was 
OUTSTANDING .... Great job. 
We have been tracking the LST 
325 Memorial Museum Ship via 
the Web and sending noon 
positions as received from the 
Palso Verdes Radio Club web 
page to some of our nets. 


73 
Ben Russell 
SOWP 1853-V, N6SL 


Editor: 


Really enjoy the Beacon. Spent 
17 years as ARM/ALC (that's 
aviation radioman) but finished 
up on the cruiser Bremerton as 
an RMC. In between the years 
is another story. 
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Have a good year. 


Burt Cobb 
SOWP 2573-V 


Editor: 


...1 enjoy reading the Beacon. It 
takes me back to more enjoyable 
radio years when I knew what I 
was doing. Have had W9WQB 
for 65 years, and now, 
unfortunately, I consider myself 
an "appliance operator" hi. 


73 
Bob Wordel 
SOWP 4135-V, W9WQB 


Walt: 


I certainly hope that you are well 
and prospering. All's well on 
this front. 


The enclosed card is for our 
Patriarch Bill Brenniman. I 
hope that it will add to his day. 


The Roundup was a success 
though I didn't hear a lot of old 
regulars from the Northeastern 
or Western part of the country. 
The ones I could hear from those 
areas had fairly decent signals 
though there were periods of 
deep QSB at times on 15M. 
And, as usual, the ARRL 10M 
bash completely dominated 10M 
when it was open. Share and 
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share alike though, I can't really 
gripe about that - just irritating 
that that band seemed to be open 
only on that particular day. 


Thanks for all of the splendid 
work you do for SOWP. 


3 


Bob Hickman 
SOWP 4968-M, AASWE 


Editor: 


...1 enjoy reading all the news in 


the World Wireless Beacon and — 


hope we can keep the club going 
for many more years to come. I 
enjoy our Chapter X SSB net 
every Tuesday morning at 10:00 
a.m. We may not be many in 
numbers any more but the 
comments are interesting and 
pleasurable. 


Sincerely yours, 
Lewis E. Danes 
SOWP 0386-P,W3FZT 


Editor: 


Interesting article about Whitdden 
and Fessenden. I read a report writ- 
ten in 1918 by a Yeoman following 
him around writing down what he 
did in his sonar experiments. 


73 
Ed. Marriner 
SOWP 0313-P, W6XM 


“Ae 


Editor: 


Just received the Beacon 
today. Many interesting articles 
re: CW operating of bygone 
days. 


Regards 


George D. Crowell 
SOWP 4905-V, VEILB 


Editor: 


... I enjoy the Beacon and have 
learned a great deal from the 


Society. My late "adopted 
grandfather" Bill Brennan 
‘ WB2IRB_ always had _ high 


praises for the SOWP. The old 
gent was active on CW until a 
few weeks before his passing. 


Our club, the Champlain Valley 
Amateur Radio Club worked 
with the Boy Scouts on the 
Jamboree On The Air - JOTA. I 
set up a straight key and a 
speaker along with information 
on the Morse code. The boys 
and girls had a ball. One little 
guy was a natural and was 
sending CW after only a few 
minutes. They asked that we 
give code training to the Scouts 
and we have a great winter 
project. CW soldiers on into the 
21st century. 


Have a god holiday and look 
forward to the next issue. 
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1S 
Paul Jefferson 
SOWP 5606-TA, KB2RKW 


Editor: 


Thanks for the Beacon. Keep up 
the work. Age here is 92. 


First ship in 1929 the SS San 
Lorenzo WFCE (Porto Rico 
Line). Then SS Siboney WECZ 
(Ward Line), SS San Jacinto 
(Clyde Line), SS America (U.S. 
Lines) and SS Borinquen (Porto 
Rico Line). All ships out of 
New York. The America was 
the original taken from Germany 
during World War I. The San 
Lorenzo and Siboney still had 
spark and arc rigs! 


I was also high speed op for old 
Mackay Radio ITT at 67 Broad 
St., NYC. 


Sydney L. Talor 
SOWP 2550-P, WA4U0K ex 
2ANK (1926) 


Dear all at SOWP: 


Just read the "World Wireless 
Beacon,....V.0l,.. 12... Noes 
September? that just came in the 
mail. This appears to be 2 
months late. I wonder - think I 
need to pay up for another 3 
years, or did J already? Greatful 
to have a chance to work as REO 
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several years in my "part time". 
Also wonder if George Pasquele 
(who passed away a few years 
back) was a SWOP member? 
Pretty sure since he was a pro- 
found radio op and also called 
Uncle George (W3NSJT). with his 
hamstore in Wheaton Md for 
many years when he was home 
from the sea. He guided me when 
I suddenly got a use for my Tele- 
graph License, just after the Per- 
sian Gulf war in 1991. 


Also do you have any write up on 
the various Unions that Radio 
Ops worked with or through? 
Now when things are getting 
tough for the jobs being replaced 
by "computers" Hi, we must take 
an active role in promoting "more 
RO's" not less. I think they still 
serve an important role "out 
there" Hi. Best wishes to all and 
I am looking forward to the 
"summary" listing you guys is 
working on. 


3 

Johan Svanholm 

SOWP 5088-M, N3RF 

See also my History US Wireless 
Radio (1872) site http:// 
www.netcom/com/~n3rf 


(Response to above) 
Hi, Johan! 


Lots of moons have waxed and 
waned since we last heard from 


you. Thanks for the update on 
your situation. If you are doing 
any radioman (wireless) work at 
all you have 99 percent of the 
members bested. We-all have 
become an anachronism, gone but 
not quite yet forgotten. 


Yes, we have been late with the 
Beacon this year, but we're play- 
ing "catch-up," each issue shav- 
ing some days, even weeks, off 
the lateness. We'll be here for 
awhile yet, as there is a history 
mountain to climb, putting the 
whole "wireless" episode into 
perspective for the youth of the 
future. Regarding whether you 
would be advised to re-up for 
another three years, look at the 
"DEC/99, /00, /01" or whatever, 
at the end of your Beacon Label 
Serial-number line. That tells you 
when your dues run dry. (if it 
reads 12/99, /00, or /01 that's 
obviously the same message--I 
changed the notation from 12/ to 
DEC/ for December because 
some of the krewe didn't read the 
12 for "Month of December." 
The change in notation is taking 
place as each active member 
sends in their next dues check.) 


Have you checked the SOWP 
web page? It's at http:// 
www.sowp.org. I'm working on 
learning the webmaster role to 
take the job over from 
Menagerie.com as soon as I can, 
to save SOWP the monthly 
$35.00 its maintenance costs us. 


Now there's a project for you, 
perhaps, an old salt with a good 
grounding in wireless, starting a 
home-office business as a web- 
master. Not a job for the faint- 
hearted, and rather hard to break 
in at this "late" date -- you have 
to be in the right place physically 
to make possible obtaining multi- 
telephone lines or a single line 
with a DSL connection. And lots 
of $$ needed for server etc. 


equipment. Personally, I'll pass 
on that one. "Tod soon old, too 
late 

smart!" 


Too many things demanding my 
time, so my correspondence is 
and will be limited for the next 
two years, at least. Enjoy your 
shoreside duty... who knows 
what unexpected wireless assign- 
ment might be lurking around 
yonder corner? 


73 
Waldo Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY. 


Waldo: 


It was nice to chat via e-mail with 
you about the CW QSO party. 
Didn't do too well due to lack of 
time on my part, but it was fun to 
participate anyhow. 


Even though retired for over 15 
years there's so much to do. En- 
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joyed the "sparks" story. The 
skipper on my first ship wouldn't 
let me have the keys to the 
transmitter except when a 
message to send was needed. I 
even had to break into the glass 
case for the key when our ship 
broke in two. 


Thanks again for your work. 


qe 
Gareth "Lindy" Linder 


Editor: 


Just received the Beacon 
today. Many interesting articles 
re: CW operating of bygone 
days. 


Regards 
George D. Crowell 
SOWP 4905-V, VEILB 


Editor: 


... Lenjoyed the year 2000 issues of 
The World Wireless Beacon. It 
helps me to retain my perspective 
of the world over the years. It has 
given me a deeper understanding of 
it in our QSOs with operators 
worldwide as we performed our 
work. 


A Happy New Year to all in 2001. 
Fraternally 


Arne F. Hanson 
SOWP 4589-V, KA2MLB 


- enactment. 


Thanks for the reminder in the 
Sept. issue of the "Beacon"... I 
seem to be having more "Senior 
Moments" or I would have sent 
the check earlier. I guess it is 
better late than never, HI. I 


really enjoy reading each issue ~ 


as it brings back some memo- 
ries. Last November I had the 
opportunity to be a part of what 
was called a “homecoming 
event" for veterans. I boarded 
the SS John W. Brown (w WW2 
Liberty ship) in Dundalk, MD 
for a short trip to Baltimore, 
MD - an hour cruise. There 
were about 800 veterans aboard 
for the so called troopship re- 
It was great to just 
be aboard a ship (first time since 
1945), and it felt like I was just 
"coming home." Of course I had 
to check out the radio shack and 
met the Op who is also a ham. 
Sort of a personalized reunion of 
sorts. 


It is one of only two of these 
Liberty ships still able to cruise 
under their own power. The call 
of this vessel is KHJL. There is 
also a ham rig aboard with the 
call W3TFR. So much for remi- 
niscing right now. 


B 
Norm Dalling 
SOWP 5634-P, W3WLN 


e-mail From: Theodore K. 
Phelps <w8tp@juno.com> 
To: <wboyd@netdex.com> 
Date: Thursday, December 28, 
2000 07:37 


Hi, Walt: 


Did you happen to watch NBC 
Nightly News on Wednesday 27 
Dec.?? If you did, you may have 
caught their story of the sinking 
of HMT ROHNA, a British 
troopship, which was sunk by 
enemy air action when she was 
enroute from Oran to the Suez 
Canal on 26 November, 1943. 
Some 1,015 American service- 
men were killed in the attack. 


SOWP covered this story in the 
WWB, Vol.7 No.2, in June, 
1995, based on our interview 
with Robert M. Brewer, Col., 
USAF,(ret) on 5 May, 1995, in 
Columbus,.OH. He was one of 
the Rohna survivors featured in 
the NBC story.. (You can re- 
read it on pages 10 & 11 of that 
issue)... 


For now, 73 
de Ted, W8TP 
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WELCOME - NEW 
MEMBERS 


A warm "Welcome Aboard"to 
the following who have joined 
SOWP since our 

last issue. 


(Add to Section I of your 1998 
Wireless Register). 


WEINSTOCK, David S. 5658- 
V Dave/..... W4KD, 5210 Yellow 
Pine Lane, Famarac, FL 33319 
K4BCK@hotmail.com, USAF 
1942 


McFADDEN, Robert W. 5659- 
V_ Bob-Sparks/..... K4FF, 813 


238-5500, 7002 N 18 Street, 
Tampa, gl! 33610-1224 


k4ff@aol.com 


WILSON, William P. 5660-M 
Bill/Anne KOCDJ, 218 847-8387, 
16788 County Road 29, Detroit 
Lakes, MN 56501 
kOcdj@hotmail.com 


MacMAHON, Miles D. 5661-V 
.../..., 53 Mountain Ave., Summit, 
N J 
07901MDMacMahon@aol.com, 
first assignment SS Sam Griffin 
1945 


TOZIER, Ernest F. 5662-M ET/ 
... WIGAX, 978 927-2675, 14 
May Street, Beverly, MA 01915- 
5163  erniet140@earthlink.net, 


first assignment USS Canberra. 


SOWP QSL CARDS 
Hi Waldo, 


This is Jim - KOGKL at RUS- 
PRINT. After 9 years we have 
had to make a price increase on 
all qsl cards. Just no choice with 
the price of ink and paper prod- 
ucts going up and up. We kept 
the increase on all club cards to a 
minimum. 


The new pricing on SOWP cards 

are: 

e #1001 with/out assignments 
is $25.95 for the first 100 
cards and $8.00 for each ad- 
ditional 100 cards at the time 
of order. 

e #1002 with assignments is 
$27.95 first 100 and $8.00 
each additional 100. 

e Postage:100-200 @ $4.25, 
201-400 @ $5.75, 401-1000 
@ $6.75, 1001-3000 @ 
$9.25. 


We also have just printed 25,000 
SOWP cards with the current HQ 
address. 


Also we have a web site up and 
running with a SOWP example 
and as soon as I get a little more 
time I will link your site to our 
web site. 


Also a mistake on my part as to 


shipping cost for out of the US, 
some shipments have cost me 
more than I charged for the cards. 
I think to be fair with all dx or 
foreign orders: Shipping DX/For- 
eign orders will be exact postal 
cost - use M/C or VISA for order 
payment. Call for quote if paying 
by check or money order. Or 
something to that effect, I just 
want to break even on the ship- 
ping cost. 


Our web address is 


http:// 


Tnx Waldo, if you have any ques- 
tions give me a e-mail or call 800 
962 5783. 


Bs; 
Jim 


CORRECTIONS/ADDI- 
TIONS TO 
THE WIRELESS 
REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by- 
page basis so they can be marked 
into your personal copy. 


page 19 - change address, 
KRAUSE, Charles P. 1412-V 
Snug Harbor on Nelson Bay, 
P.O. Box 150 - T24, Sea Level, 
NC 28577-0150 


(continued next page) 
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CORRECTIONS/ADDI- 
TIONS TO THE WIRELESS 
REGISTER - 1998 - From Page 
17 


page 27 - change address and 
telephone number, ROSSITER, 
Lawrence 0609-P 108-1188 Es- 
quimalt Road, Victoria, BC 
Canada V9A 3N9, 250 592-5034 


page 48 - Bartlett, Forrest A. 
2294-V W60OWP 
w6owp@juno.com 

- Dalling, Norman W. 
5634-P W3BLN 
Normhamop@aol.com 


page 49 - Jefferson, C. Paul 
5606-TA KB2RKW cpj- 
eff@together.net 


page 50 - Newbold, Al 2407-P 
W6MMG wémmg@juno.com 


page 51 - Swafford, John H. 
0783-V W4HU w4hu@juno.com 
- Trammell, A. Kieth 
4066-P W6QZE 
w6qze@juno.com 


SAILING WITHOUT THE 
RADIO OFFICER - From Page 
20 


quired the Captain to become a pa- 
perwork slave. He sat in his office 
typing away at various programs 
day in and out; he would then copy 
all sorts of messages for me and left 
them upon a floppy disk to send 
later. I noticed that we had problems 
from time to time due to the fact that 


the Captain's computer had a differ- 
ent program version than mine. 
Needless to say what he typed out in 
columns didn't show up as the same 
on the outgoing message. Something 
as simple as this will confuse a Cap- 
tain. All outgoing messages are 
batched together and sent at 9600 
baud, which takes about 5 seconds 
and this is very nice compared to the 
regular tlx speed of 60 baud. With 
the increase of paperwork demands 
this Captain started to eat Rolaids 
regularly and became a pest regard- 
ing when and how to send all these 
messages. It became a daily ritual of: 
give me back that floppy before you 
send it... | want to re-edit this and 
that. Nervous guy!!! 


Before the new system a Captain just 


‘ dropped off a handwritten note and I 


took care of it, and sent the tfc when 
I wished to. This makes me wonder 
about the worth of a new system that 
uses mailboxes for silly superfluous 
tfc. NOTE: " When ships used CW 
to send tfc these problems never 
existed. Companies kept tfc to a 
minimum since msg tfc is charged 
per word. All other requisitions/ 
paperwork was sent via the agent/ 
post office. Modern tfc sent via 
tlx/mailboxes/etc. are charged per 
sec/minute.".. With GMDSS how 
can it be safe sailing without a 
qualified Radio Electronics Officer 
that keeps all the various gear work- 
ing? In my career I was shocked at 
how vibration, weather, ac power 
spikes, and misuse of gear can cause 
simple and major problems. I have 
fixed bridge gear that was damaged 
due to coffee spills. Captains are 
now in charge of sending messages, 


copying wx faxes, and other techni- 
cal duties that is beyond his limited 
electronic understanding. I have a 
few friends that sail as Mates and 
hey tell me that on many ships the 
Captain sits in the radioroom all day 
trying to copy/figure out a HF WX 
FAX , and_ send tfc via satellite. 
And when something complicated as 
the radar breaks down the Captain 
has nobody onboard to repair it. By 
cutting the Radio Electronics Offi- 
cer the only qualified person on ves- 
sels is crazy. With more automation 
and multi-million dollar 21st century 
ships its stupid to eliminate the elec- 
tronics guy to save pennies. Waiting 
until the ship makes arrival in port to 
make repairs is 

dangerous. 


With a dwindling US Flag Fleet 
(less than 285 ships) I would not 
want to sail today. When a accident 
occurs it will be bedlam. Its only a 
matter of time before the steward 
dept is cut further and the remaining 
people onboard will have TV Din- 
ners from morning, noon, and night. 
Giant Container Ships that have 14 
people onboard is the norm today. 
Or are they down to 10 people now? 
By the way, I have seen in various 
magazines that there is a worldwide 
shortage of Maritime Officers and 
crew. I wonder why? The industry 
has chased good people away. 


I am happy to be home. No more bad 
weather, bad food, and Captains that 
were anti Radio Officer, and against 
overtime. It's all up to the Captain 
now...Don't you miss Sparks now 
Captain??? 
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SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP 
members as they join our Chapter 
Eternal. We send our sincere 
sympathies to those they held 
dear. 


ABBOTT, Lloyd K. 3378-P, 
VE7JZ, Surrey, BC, Canada. 05 
June 2000 of a stroke, age 83 
years. Served as wireless opera- 
tor on the passenger coastal ships 
in Newfoundland, Canada. Re- 
ported by his wife Vera Abbott. 


ANDERSON, Robert B. 1970- 
M, W4PRK, Cocoa Beach, FL. 
No date or details. Reported in 
OST, March 2001. 


BOALICH, William H. 4238-V, 
W3KQR, Clearfield, PA. No 
date or details. Reported in OST, 
January 2001. 


BORGIA, Anthony W. 1028-V, 
K6DR, Carmichael, CA. No date 
or details. Reported in QST, 
March 2001. 


BOWERS, Ray L. 1269-P, 
WAGOJNY, Santa Rosa, CA. No 
date or details. Report in FAA 
Retirees Net Roster, January 
2001. 


DAVIES, Wesley 4545-V, 
KC7EA, Redmond, WA. No 
date or details. Reported by Mrs. 
Davies. _ 


ECKERSLEY, James H. , Jr. 
2714-V, WB7PGQ, Molalla, OR. 
06 November 2000 of pneumonia 
and emphysema, age 75 years. 
Served in the merchant marines 
from 1945 to 1952..Reported by 
family. 


GARY, William R. 5646-M, 
K8CSG, Houston, TX. No date 
or details. Reported in QST, 
March 2001. 


KLEPPIN, Elmer F. 4325-V, 
W9DBO, Peru, IL. No date or 
details. Reported in OST, March 
2001. 


MAHLKE, Harold J. 1067-P 
W8QG, Lansing, MI. March 
1998, no details. Reported by 
Eleanore Mahlke. 


MARGOLIS, Samuel A. 1326- 
P, W2ERU, Southampton, NY. 
03 July 2000, no details, age 87 
years. Reported in Spark Gap 
Times, January 2001. 


MARTIN, Guy M., Jr. 1062-V, 
W6DLY, Glendora, CA. No date 
or details. Reported in QST, 
January 2001. 


MASON, Gerald W. 1108-V, 
WIKRF, Freeport, ME. No date 
or details. Reported in QST, 
January 2001. 


ee SARE Wee 


MILLER, Joseph William 0571- 


V, K4MM, Fairfax Station, VA. 


Reported in QCWA Journal, Fall 
2000. 


ROLLICK, Walter D. 1554-P, 
W4IGE, Fort Myers, FL. No date 
or details. Reported in QST, 
March 2001. 


SMITH, Maxwell G. 2143-V, 
K6HL, Scottsdale, AZ. 05 
September 2000, no details. Re- 
ported by John Elwood 0396-V, 
WWi7P. 


STUHLER, Robert E. 3673-V, 
W20Q, Massapequa, NY. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QOCWA Journal, Fall 2000. 


SUTCLIFFE, Raymond A. 
4145-V, WIRND, Quartz Hill, 
CA. 24 October 2000 of intesti- 
nal cancer. Report by Al New- 
bold 2407-P, W6MMG. 


VASICAK, John M. 1140-V, 
W9ZEN, Oglesby, IL.- 15 De- 
cember 2000 of colorectal can- 
cer. Reported by West Coast 
(RJ) Net Bulletin of 11 January 
2001. 


Silent Key Reporting 


Please send reports to SOWP 
Exec. Sec'y Waldo T. Boyd., 
P.O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA 
95441-0086. If available, include 
date, age of deceased and cause 
of passing. 
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SAILING WITHOUT 


THE RADIO OFFICER 
by Mike Zbrozek 
SOWP 3581-M, K8XF 
ex Sparks 1980-96 


My last ship was the SS LAKE 
CHARLES/KPTB. She was a 
125,000 DWT LNG Tanker 
(Liquid Natural Gas Tanker) that 
ran from Western Australia to 
Turkey. I joined the vessel at 
Australia ‘in August 95 and left it 
in Turkey in February 96. 


During the first two weeks and 
until the end of the tour I was 
busy fixing many little problems 
that needed an electronics expert. 


It was a long trip from Dampier, 
Western Australia to Marmara 
Ereglisi (near Istanbul) Turkey, 
18 days one way and through the 
Suez Canal after crossing the In- 
dian Ocean. The cargo is kept in 
a liquid state at minus 256 deg. 
C. The vessel has 5 large spheres 
(each Sphere is half above/below 
deck) that kept the cargo intact. 


By November 95 the vessel got a 
new computer for the radioroom 
that was to be used for onshore 
mailbox messaging via satellite. I 
installed the computer and the 
external modem, and other hard- 
ware/software. This is a nice sys- 
tem for sending large volume of 


messages to the company. This 
system was not used to sending 
messages to port agents, and the 
like. I would still sent regular 
messages via the satellite tlx sys- 
tem to the agents tlx machine via 
60 baud tlx. I noticed that it did 
not take long until the company 
started to send more and more 
messages via the mailbox system. 
The company in return started to 
ask the Captain for more and 
more messages regarding items 
that never would have be re- 
quested in the past via telex. 
Spread sheets, engine room re- 
quirements/inventory, toilet pa- 
per consumption, etc. This re- 


(continued on page 18) 
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